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Okehampton  Rural  District 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1951 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

L.  R.  CHAPMAN, 

Cert.  R.S.l.  and  S.I.  Examination  Joint  Board.  Cert.  R.S.I.  Meat  and  Foods 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  : 

L.  G.  BAILEY,  F.F.S.  (Eng.) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

L.  E.  LETHBRIDGE, 

Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.  Examination  Joint  Board 

Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

H.  W.  SILL  IF  ANT 

Clerks  in  the  Department  : 

I.  G.  CANN, 

T.  MARSHALL, 

Miss  M.  BRAY. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Wonnacott  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 


The  general  health  of  the  district  was  average  for  the  neighbourhood, 
but  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles  broke  out  during  the  summer  and  this 
fact,  coupled  with  modern  therapy,  reduced  the  complications  of  the  disease 
to  a  minimum. 


Whooping  cough  was  fairly  prevalent  and  followed  its  usual  protracted 
course.  A  really  effective  inoculation  against  this  terrifying  disease  of  child¬ 
hood  would  be  a  wonderful  boon.  There  is  some  evidence  that  one  in  on 
the  way. 


It  now  being  twenty  years  since  the  last  census  to  the  recent  one,  it 
is,  I  feel,  appropriate  to  appreciate  briefly  the  progress  of  the  Rural  District 
in  its  vital  and  material  aspects  during  this  interval  of  time.  The  following 
table  has  therefore  been  prepared  in  order  that  some  broad  inferences  as 
regards  our  sociological  tendencies  can  be  studied  : — 


Number  of 

Persons 

Product  of 

Popula 

Inhabited 

per 

Birth 

Death 

of 

Year 

tion 

Houses 

House 

Rate 

Rate 

Id.  rate 

1931 

13,020 

3,634 

3.59 

14.3 

13.7 

£161 

1932 

13,020 

3,683 

3.53 

14.1 

14.5 

£164 

1933 

12,700 

3,690 

3.44 

12.2 

12.0 

£166 

1934 

12,510 

3,716 

3.37 

13.6 

12.6 

£171 

1935 

12.210 

3,641 

3.35 

11.2 

14.7 

£170 

1936 

12,200 

3,660 

3.34 

13.4 

16.2 

£163 

1937 

11.890 

3,690 

3.21 

11.2 

12.6 

£170 

1938 

11,790 

3,710 

3.17 

13.4 

12.9 

£172 

1939 

Statistics  unreliable  during 

war  years 

1945 

12,420 

3,757 

3.30 

14.3 

13.2 

£219 

1946 

12,320 

3,769 

3.27 

17.9 

12.9 

£220 

1947 

12,290 

3,797 

3.24 

20.6 

14.1 

£223 

1948 

12,300 

3,775 

3.25 

17.2 

12.8 

£221 

1949 

12,250 

3,801 

3.20 

13.2 

14.4 

£217 

1950 

12,340 

3,835 

3.22 

14.3 

14.3 

£222 

1951 

12,520 

3.886 

3.22 

13.1 

16.5 

£220 

During  this  period  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  has  fallen  by 
about  500  persons,  but  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  should  have 
increased  the  1931  population  by  about  160  persons.  The  net  loss,  there¬ 
fore,  of  some  660  persons  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  migration. 
This’  exodus  has  hit  the  more  isolated  parishes  particularly  and  one  cannot, 
in  the  foreseeable  future,  imagine  any  reversal  of  the  process. 


These  facts  should  considerably  influence  the  Council’s  policy  as 
regards  capital  schemes.  I  would  recommend  that  schemes  of  housing 
and  sanitation  be  restricted  to  places  with  a  reasonable  density  of  popula¬ 
tion  and  that  in  the  scattered  hamlets  full  use  be  made  of  housing  renova¬ 
tion  and  that  an  efficient  system  of  sanitary  conservation  be  established. 


SECTION  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  .  132,535 

Population — 1931  Census  .  12,853 

Population — 1951  Census  .  12,621 

Estimated  Home  Population  —  Mid  1951  .  12,520 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  3,886 

Rateable  Value  .  £54,566 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  .  £220 

Loan  Debt  .  £280,170 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births  .  94  80  174 

Legitimate  .  90  78 

Illegitimate  . 4  2 

England  and 
Wales 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  13.1  15.5 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  .  15.7 

Still  Births  .  2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  11.4  0.36 

Male  Female  Total 
Deaths  . . .  100  107  207 

England  and 
Wales 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  16.5  12.5 

Corrected  Death  Rate  .  12.5 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  .  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  .  —  0.79 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  .  8 

Infant  Mortality  .  45.9  29.6 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Infectious  Causes  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  8 

Influenza  . 8 

Whooping  Cough  . 1 
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General  Causes  : 


Heart  Disease  . 

Cancer  . 

Cerebral  Vascular  Disease 

Coronary  Disease  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Nephritis  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Gastritis  . 

Arteriosclerosis  . 

Disease  of  the  Prostate  ... 

Gastric  Ulcer  . 

Congenital  Malformations 

Suicide  . 

Accidental  . 

Other  Causes  . 


57 

29 

25 

21 

10 

9 

6 

4 

3 

3 

0 

jL 

1 

o 

J 

2 
15 


Total :  207 


Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

Atelectasis  . 

Accidental  . 

Encephalitis  . 

Gastro-enteritis  . 

Neonatal  respiratory  infection  . 

Prematurity  . 

Whooping  Cough  . i . 


Total : 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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AGE  OF  DEATH  TABLE 


Age  at  Death 


Male  Female 


Infants  under  1  year  .  3  5 

1—  5  years  .  —  1 

5—15  .  —  — 

15—25  .  —  — 

25—35  .  6  1 

35—45  .  1  1 

45—55  .  5  10 

55—65  .  14  9 

65—75  .  25  28 

75  and  over  .  42  51 

Totals  :  96  106 


N.B.:  These  figures  are  compiled  from  the  Local  Death  Returns  and 
differ  slightly  from  those  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 

There  was  no  change  in  the  health  services  during  the  year  apart 
from  minor  administrative  adjustments. 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee  are  responsible  for  the  Hos¬ 
pital  and  employ  the  specialists  ;  the  Devon  Executive  Council  administers 
the  service  supplied  by  the  local  doctors  ;  the  County  Council  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  ambulances,  clinics,  welfare  and  schools  and  employ  their  own 
staff  ;  and  the  Local  Authority  employ  the  M.O.H.  Between  these  four 
groups,  apart  from  social  contact,  there  is  no  co-ordination  whatsoever 
and  the  M.O.H.,  who  is  supposed  to  be  familiar  with  everything  which 
may  affect  the  health  of  his  people  (at  least  those  are  his  terms  of  reference) 
frequently  wonders  if  he  is  in  the  picture  at  all. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47  :  Four  cases  were  referred 
to  the  M.O.H.  under  this  section  during  the  year,  but  the  difficulties  were 
resolved  without  recourse  to  court  proceedings. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply — 

The  table  at  the  end  of  this  report  has  been  brought  up-to-date  by 
the  Water  Board  Engineer  and  complies  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  Circular  No.  42/51. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  camples  taken  by  the  North  Devon 
Water  Board  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of 
Samples 

Taken  Good  Fair  Bad 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  236  111  21  104 

The  following  are  the  results  of  samples  taken  by  the  Inspectors  from 
public  and  private  supplies  : — 

Number  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  .  11 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  .  1 

Totals :  12 


Passed  Failed 

5  6 

1  — 

6  6 


Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

South  Zeal — 

Ministry  approval  for  this  scheme  is  still  delayed  owing  to  some 
concern  about  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supply.  The  works  are  in  a 
serious  condition  and  further  delay  will  be  fatal. 
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Bridestowe — 

A  new  storm  water  overflow  and  new  scum  boards  have  been  installed 
at  the  Sewage  Works.  Fourteen  properties  of  one  owner  and  one  property 
of  another  owner  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  as  a  result  of 
Statutory  Notice.  Four  other  properties  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer 
by  informal  agreement. 


Chagford — 

New  sedimentation  tanks  and  filter  have  been  constructed  on  the 
Lloyd-Hill  estate  to  deal  with  a  portion  of  the  town’s  sewage  at  a  cost 
of  £180. 


Drewsteignton — 

Improvements  have  been  completed  to  the  septic  tank  and  filter. 


Sandy  Park — 

The  completed  scheme  at  Sandy  Park  was  opened  by  Mrs.  Depree,  of 
Parford,  Drewsteignton,  on  Wednesday,  31st  October,  1951.  House  connec¬ 
tions  to  the  new  sewers  are  proceeding  satisfactorily. 


Jacobstowe — 

Notification  was  received  that  a  Ministry  inquiry  would  be  held 
relative  to  this  scheme  on  2nd  January,  1952. 


Monkokehanipton — 

An  outline  scheme  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £3,500,  together  with  a 
report  on  the  insanitary  conditions  in  the  village,  recently  supplied  with 
main  water,  has  been  prepared  for  consideration  of  the  County  Council 
and  the  Ministry. 

Hatherle’gh — 

The  new  9in.  combined  sewer  scheme  has  been  completed,  and  a  further 
scheme  of  storm  water  sewers  and  outfalls  is  in  hand  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £250. 


North  Tawtoci — 

A  new  sewer  has  been  laid  and  seven  properties  connected  at  Essington. 
New  manholes  have  been  built  and  the  sewer  improved  in  Barton  Street. 
A  scheme  to  deal  with  the  flooding  at  the  bottom  of  Fore  Street  and 
improvements  to  outfalls  has  been  successfully  completed  and  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Throwleigfa — 

A  preliminary  survey  for  a  sewage  scheme  has  been  carried  out  and 
details  prepared  for  further  consideration.  A  reply  is  awaited  from  the 
Ministry  as  to  whether  or  not  this  scheme  can  proceed  as  the  water  supply 
to  the  properties  is  in  private  ownership. 


Sampford  Courtenay — 

A  scheme  of  outfall  works  to  the  top  half  of  the  village  has  been 
approved  by  the  County  Council  as  a  cost  o/  £285  and  the  work  is 
in  hand.  A  scheme  for  the  lower  portion  of  the  village  is  being  considered. 
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Northlew — 

A  preliminary  survey  has  been  made  relative  to  a  scheme  in  two 
separate  parts  with  septic  tanks  and  filters  as  localised  treatment  works. 

Sourton — 

A  preliminary  survey  of  the  pipelines  and  site  works  has  been  put 
in  hand. 

Future  Programme — 

Owing  to  the  country's  economic  position  there  will  be  an  inevitable 
“  slowing  up  ”  of  the  schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  but 
preparation  work  will  be  continued  so  that  no  time  will  be  lost  when 
more  favourable  circumstances  arise. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
The  following  table  sets  out  the  visits,  etc.,  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors 


during  the  year  : — 


Tyde  of  Premises 

Houses  inspected  . 

Houses  re-inspected  . 

Premises  other  than  houses  and 

not  mentioned  below  . 

Food  Premises  . 

Refuse  Tips  . 

Public  Conveniences  . 

Public  Water  Supplies  . 

Private  Water  Supplies  . 

Drainage  . 

Sewerage  . 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Petroleum  Acts  . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  not  classified 

Totals  : 


No.  of 

No.  of 
Notices 

No.  of 

Notices 

Complied 

Inspections 

Served 

With 

377 

63 

58 

191 

— 

— 

36 

12 

10 

52 

4 

4 

52 

— 

—  - 

60 

— 

■ — 

15 

— 

— 

49 

8 

6 

162 

— 

— 

375 

— 

— 

6 

— 

- - 

12 

— 

- - 

55 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1442 

87 

78 

Rat  Infestation — 

First  inspections,  re-inspections  and  visits  for  treatments  : 

Private  Houses  . L218 

Business  Premises  .  ....  387 

Sewers  and  sewage  outfalls  .  666 

Tips  . 360 


2,431 


Types  of  poisons  used  :  Zinc  phosphide,  arsenic,  red  squill  and  antu. 
Number  of  bodies  recovered  after  treatment:  1,817. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal — 

A  considerable  step  forward  in  public  health  has  been  taken  by  the 
Council  in  the  new  agreement  to  collect  refuse  for  the  whole  defined  areas 
of  the  district  through  one  Contractor,  using  a  modern  refuse  vehicle 
suitable  to  a  rural  district.  Although  this  scheme  will  not  operate  until 
31st  March,  1952,  a  schedule  of  the  areas  and  days  of  collection  has 
been  prepared  and  approved,  and  the  Contract  accepted. 


Householders  and  shopkeepers  will  be  advised  by  leaflet  of  the  new 
arrangements,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  marked  improvement  in  every 
phase  of  refuse  collection  will  be  forthcoming. 


Improvements  to  refuse  dumps  and  methods  of  unloading,  together 
with  the  regular  and  periodic  spraying  by  Newton  Chambers  Concentrated 
Tip  Dressing  has  been  successfully  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 — 

The  administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948,  in  its 
application  to  the  Rural  District,  has  been  carried  out  and  regular  inspec¬ 
tions  made.  The  subjoined  tables  set  these  out  in  compliance  with  the 
Statutory  Form  submitted  for  completion  : 


1  Inspections — 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 

which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

53 

58 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

(iii)  Other  Prem¬ 
ises  in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Total  ... 

53 

58 

— 

— 
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2  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found — 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

^rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

2 

'J 

L 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  ... 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors . 

_ 

Sanitary 
Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

_ 

. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Total  ... 

8  J 

7 

— 

—  j  — 

3.  Outwork  : 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out-workers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110  (1)  (c) 

Wearing  Apparel  —  Making,  etc. 

3 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


No  houses  were  inspected  for  the  Rural  Houging  Survey,  and  the  total 
stands  at  1,501  out  of  2,200  of  rateable  value  £12  and  under.  Elowever, 
there  was  a  substantial  increase  in  the  percentage  of  re-inspections  required 
of  those  houses  which  were  inspected,  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Statutory  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  has  resulted  in  the 
representation  of  six  properties  considered  to  be  incapable  of  repair  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  In  two  cases  undertakings  were  given  that  the  properties 
would  not  be  used  again  for  human  habitation,  re-housing  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  in  two  cases,  and  a  scheme  of  reconditioning  was  submitted  in  two 
cases.  A  considerable  number  of  improvements  at  a  very  reasonable  cost 
enabled  certain  other  properties  to  be  retained,  one  being  of  considerable 
architectural  value. 
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In  view  of  the  possible  termination  of  licensing  during  the  year  1952-53, 
a  brief  statement  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
as  the  appointed  Licensing  Officer  since  1946  may  be  of  interest  in  this 
year’s  Report. 

Up  to  31  December,  1951,  a  total  of  1,383  licences  have  been  issued, 
involving  £237,379  15s.  9d.  Continuous  attention  has  been  necessary  to 
keep  pace  with  legislation  and  the  observance  of  the  spirit  as  well  as  the 
letter  of  numerous  Ministry  Circulars.  The  increasing  need  of  stringent 
economy  in  timber  has  necessitated  careful  attention  to  each  application 
for  a  Licence,  and  all  the  work  has  been  measured  up  and  economies  made 
wherever  possible.  A  satisfactory  feature  of  the  work  has  been  the  willing 
co-operation  between  Owners,  Architects,  Builders*  and  the  Licensing  Officer, 
and  an  absence  of  officialdom  and  unnecessary  frustration.  The  “  terms  ” 
of  the  Licence  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and  as  a  result  no  legal  actions 
have  been  taken  for  statutory  infringements.  Applications  to  the  Ministry 
of  Works  and  the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Housing  (formerly 
the  Ministry  of  Health)  have  received  prompt  attention  and  every  con¬ 
sideration  from  their  Technical  Officers.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  close 
co-operation  will  continue  into  the  future. 

Mr.  Bailey,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  submitted  the  following  housing 
report  for  the  year  : — 


Housing  Report- — 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years  your  Surveyor  reports  satisfactory 
progress  with  the  Council’s  house  building  programme,  and  as  a  result 
it  is  possible  to  look  forward  to  continued  development  on  a  larger  scale 
than  hitherto.  Several  estates  are  now  closed  to  further  development,  and 
great  site  economy  has  been  achieved  by  building  to  maximum  densities  ; 
utilisation  of  previously  defined  “open  spaces”  and  site  features,  and  by 
the  planning  of  flats  and  bungalows  on  plots  which  would  have  been  un¬ 
suitable  for  other  forms  of  accommodation. 

At  Hatherleigh,  the  14  houses  have  been  completed  most  satisfactorily, 
and  the  compromises  effected  to  reduce  the  price  have  not  unduly  restricted 
the  amenities.  The  building  of  eight  bungalows  on  the  Green  at  “  The 
Croft,”  South  Zeal,  has  made  good  use  of  what  was  fast  becoming  a  waste 
piece  of  land,  and  similar  arrangements  being  made  for  the  open  space  at 
Chagford  will  provide  at  least  six  further  dwellings,  possibly  combined  with 
garages,  and  will  result  in  more  economical  distribution  of  site  and  road 
charges. 

At  New  Street,  Chagford,  economical  site  utilisation  is  being  achieved 
by  building  four  dwellings  on  a  derelict  area,  resulting  from  the  destruction 
by  fire  of  old  cottages,  and  at  Cross  Park,  South  Zeal,  it  is  planned  to 
make  use  of  a  waste  piece  of  land  attaching  to  the  existing  estate,  in  this 
case  probably  proving  sufficient  to  accommodate  seven  one-  and  two- 
bedroomed  types.  The  provision  of  such  small  bungalows  is  proving  of 
great  value  when  situated  with  other  dwellings  of  great  accommodation, 
and  fills  a  need  for  old  people  and  couples  to  whom  the  smaller  area  with 
its  influence  of  minimum  furnishing  requirements  and  lower  rentals  make 
for  happier  domestic  circumstances. 

The  old  hutments  at  Folly  Gate,  Inwardleigh,  have  been  cleared  away, 
and  their  place  taken  with  a  most  pleasing  layout  of  eleven  bungalows. 
It  is  a  most  excellent  site  and  with  its  proximity  to  Okehampton  should 
lend  itself  to  full  development  along  the  lines  of  the  original  layout  pre¬ 
pared  for  52  dwellings.  The  site  already  accommodates  the  “  Village  Hall,” 
and  is  capable  of  being  sewered  adequately  within  its  curtilage,  and  with 
the  advent  of  a  public  water  supply  and  of  the  present  electricity  service 
could  well  become  an  increasingly  useful  satellite  to  the  Borough. 
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The  original  proposal  for  the  erection  of  two  houses  at  Essington,  North 
Tawton,  has  given  way  to  a  scheme  for  four  bungalows,  plans  for  which 
have  been  approved,  and  which  will  close  the  site  for  further  housing 
development,  although  it  is  felt  that  the  open  space  at  the  entrance  of  the 
site  could  partly  be  utilised  for  the  construction  of  private  garages  should 
the  Council  feel  there  is  a  demand.  These  could  be  sited  beneath  the  present 
level  of  the  “  Green  ”  and  would  in  no  way  detract  from  the  appearance 
of  the  estate. 


The  proposal  to  erect  six  dwellings  at  Belstone  has  not  materialised, 
but  it  is  now  thought  that  it  may  be  possible  to  provide  a  more  economical 
scheme  by  the  abandonment  of  the  suggested  site,  and  by  extending  at  Tor 
Down,  although  at  the  present  time  the  Council  has  not  given  a  decision 
on  this  alternative. 


The  six  bungalows  at  Sticklepath  will  soon  be  under  construction,  and 
the  cost  of  extension  of  the  water  main  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 
has  received  approval  of  the  Council. 


The  taking-over  of  the  old  agricultural  buildings  at  Fatherford  has 
resulted  in  seven  flats  being  produced  speedily  and  economically,  the  total 
cost  being  £1,640  3s.  4d.,  which  incidentally  represented  a  saving  of  £109 
16s.  8d.  on  the  contract  sum. 


The  building  of  the  Council’s  new  Offices  has  been  most  satisfactorily 
carried  out  and  reflects  great  gredit  to  the  Contractors  and  all  concerned 
who  were  faced  with  many  difficulties  occasioned  by  the  shortage  of 
materials.  The  roof  of  the  building  particularly,  being  of  a  new  type, 
is  proving  to  be  most  satisfactory,  and  the  saving  in  materials  over  the 
traditional  method  of  steelwork  has  been  considerable. 


Planning. — The  County  Development  Plan  for  the  County  of  Devon 
has  now  been  published,  and  its  reference  to  the  Okehampton  Rural  District 
has  been  summarised  and  already  circulated  to  members  of  the  Council; 
there  is  therefore  no  need  to  comment  on  the  Plan  in  this  Report. 


During  the  year  plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved  for  the 
following  totals  : — 


Conversions  and  Adaptations  .  79 

Farm  Buildings  .  43 

New  Properties  .  66 

Advertisements  .  5 

Others  .  17 


210 
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In  each  case  all  necessary  inspections  under  Planning,  and  as  related 
to  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws  have  been  carried  out. 


Plans  disapproved  by  the  Council  Total 


5 


On  appeal,  one  application  has  been  allowed. 


Housing  Maintenance — 

The  older  of  the  Council’s  Estates  have,  within  the  past  five  years, 
been  given  energetic  external  painting  and  repair  treatment,  with  the 
result  that  few  structural  complaints  are  now  received.  During  this  period 
a  total  of  123  houses  have  been  painted  and  generally  repaired  externally, 
whilst  interior  repairs  and  replacements  generally  relate  to  plumbing,  ranges, 
structural  repairs,  and  redecorations  when  individual  houses  become  vacant. 


As  a  point  of  interest,  the  number  of  ranges  replaced  within  the  past 
five  years  total  72,  of  which  16  relate  to  the  present  period  of  Report. 
Throughout  the  District  the  coming  of  public  water  supplies  capable  of 
serving  Council  Estates  in  place  of  existing  wells  presents  an  immediate 
financial  problem,  as  with  the  increased  pressures  it  will  be  necessary  to 
scrap  the  existing  plumbing  systems,  and  the  provision  of  only  minimum 
cold  water  points  to  existing  domestic  appliances  will  cost  at  least  £30 
per  house,  and  in  time  will  have  to  be  related  to  the  undoubted  need  for 
hot  water  systems  with  resultant  installation  of  new  types  of  cookers  or  water 
heating  units. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  THE  OKEHAMPTON  RURAL 

DISTRICT,  1951/52 

No.  of  Total  No. 

Parish  Situation  Houses  in  Parish 

Seaworthy  Black  Hill  2 

Patchacott  2  4 

BeSstone  Tor  Down  6  6 

Bondleigh  Bondleigh  4  4 

Bratton 

Clovelly  Bratton  Clovelly  3  3 

Bridestowe  Princess  Elizabeth  Tee .  8  8 

Broadwood-  * 

keily  Broadwoodkelly  2 

Splatt  1  3 

Chagford  Dennis  Park  33 

Biera  View  8 

Orchard  Meadow  25 

“Monte  Rosa”  5  71 

Drewsteignton  Lamb’s  Park  4 

Knoll  Lane  4 

Whiddon  Down  8  16 

Exbourne  Cawsand  View  2  2 

Germansweek  —  —  — -  — 

Gidleigh  —  —  — 

Hatherleigh  Moor  View  Terrace  .  12 

Higher  Street  6 

Normandy  Place  4 

Claremont  Place  14  36 

Highampfon  High  View  2  2 

IddesSeigh  Iddesleigh  2  2 

Inwardleigh  Folly  Gate  6  6 

Jacobsfowe  —  —  —  — 

Meeih  Station  Road  10  10 

Monkokehamp- 

ton  Monkokehampton  .  —  — 

Northlew  with 

Ashbury  Northlew  4  4 

North  Tawton  Barton  Hill  16  — 

Fore  Street  8  — 

Essington  14  38 

Okehampton 

Hamlets  Chichacott  4 

Peacewater  2 

Fatherford  Flats  7  13 

Sampford 

Courtenay  Village  4 

Station  4 

Tongue  End  2  10 

Soutron  Village  4 

Windard  Terrace  6 

Sourton  Down  6  16 

South  Tawton  Hill  Crest  6 

Cross  Park  10 

The  Croft  24  40 

Spreyton  Village  6  6 

ThrowSeigh  Middle  Clampitts  4 

Wonson  2  6 


Grand  Total :  306 


13 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  unspectacular  work  of  protecting  the  public  against  food  poisoning 
continued  unceasingly  during  the  year,  but  there  are  a  few  matters  which 
should  be  underlined  as  the  general  public  are  likely  to  be  possible 
sufferers. 


In  the  first  place  the  Ministries  of  Food  and  Agriculture  are  responsible 
for  most  of  our  important  perishable  foods  which  by  their  very  nature 
are  liable  to  become  contaminated  or  diseased,  yet  the  who  is  the 

legal  agent  for  public  protection,  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  in¬ 
formation  from  these  sources.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  in  the  public 
interest  and  even  information  which  may  be  considered  confidential  should 
be  forthcoming  to  one  who  is  undoubtedly  a  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
using  the  word  in  the  sense  that  we  should  all  be  working  to  a  common 
end — the  benefit  of  the  public. 


Secondly,  we  have  retail  perishable  goods  which  are  particularly  liable 
to  contamination.  These  fall  into  two  groups,  one  which  is  obviously 
bad  and  which  the  public  can  protect  themselves  with  by  their  own  senses,  in 
these  cases  the  purveyor  probably  loses  both  his  customer  and  his  goods; 
in  the  other  there  is  no  detectable  sign  of  putrefaction  to  the  senses.  The 
worst  offenders  in  this  class  are  prepared  meats,  pies,  etc.,  and  ice  cream. 
In  this  group  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most  liable  to  re-contamination  and 
the  public  have  usually  no  means  by  their  sense  of  detecting  this,  with  the 
result  of  serious  illness — sore  throat  or  food  poisoning  ensuing.  It  is 
therefore  essential  that  the  law  concerning  these  premises  should  be  most 
stringently  implemented. 


Milk- 

Alt  ho  ugh  the  general  control  of  milk  is  vested  in  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  one  person  has  been  registered  as  a  Distributor  and  Dealer 
of  Bottled  T.T.  and  Pasteurised  Milks.  Five  milk  samples  were  taken  for 
streptocci  test  following  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  on  a  farm. 


Food  Premises — 

Regular  inspections  of  food  preparing  premises  reveal  a  marked 
improvement  and  a  readiness  of  owners  to  effect  repairs  by  informal 
discussion. 


Food  Poisoning — 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Inspection  of  Food  and  Foodstuffs — 

Quantities  of  unsound  foods  inspected  during  the  year  have  resulted 
in  4  cwts.  2  qrs.  4  lbs.  9\  ozs.  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  and  3  qrs.  24  lbs. 
of  unsound  meat  being  voluntarily  surrendered  by  owners  and  certified 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Altogether  a  total  of  88  certificates  were 
issued  to  enable  tradesmen  to  obtain  replacements  from  the  appropriate 
quarters. 
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HOUSING  PROGRAMME 
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ESTATE 

Belstone 

Orchard  Meadow 
Chagford 

New  Street 

Hatherieigh 

Inwardleigh 

Folly  Gate 

Monkokehampton 

North  Tawton 

Essington 

Okehampton 

Hamlets 

Fatherford 

| 

Sampford 

Courtenay 

Sticklepath 

The  Croft 

South  Tawton 

Cross  Park 

Whiddon  Down 

Bondleigh 

Broadwoodkelly 

Exbourne 

Highampton 

Iddesleigh 

Northlew 

Spreyton 

TOTALS : 

II 

H 


Traditional  F  =  Flats  b  =  Bungalows 


Meat — 


The  meat  supply  continued  to  come  from  the  Tavistock  Abattoir  and 
was  duly  inspected  there. 

By  permission  of  the  Tavistock  Urban  District  Council  the  following 
table  of  inspections  is  submitted  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle, 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

(if  known) 

1762 

1149 

1889 

6144 

777 

Number  inspected 

1762 

1149 

1889 

6144 

777 

All  diseases  except 

tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

9 

37 

63 

71 

12 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1084 

689 

13 

1632 

89 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

62.03% 

63.18% 

3.02% 

27.71% 

12.99% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

7 

39 

7 

1 

8 

carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

77 

22  i 

81 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4.76% 

22.71% 

.57% 

.01% 

11.45% 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Apart  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  no  epidemic  disease 
occurred  and  the  poliomyelitis  incidence  fell  from  nine  cases  to  two. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  by  medical 


practitioners  : — 

Measles  .  259 

Whooping  Cough  .  42 

Dysentery  .  11 

Pneumonia  .  11 

Scarlet  Fever  .  3 

Erysipelas  .  2 

Poliomyelitis  .  2 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  from  the 
schools  in  the  district : — 


Measles  . 81 

Mumps  .  35 

Chicken  Pox  . 30 

Infectious  Hepatitis  .  15 

Whooping  Cough  .  14 

German  Measles  .  8 

Jaundice  .  2 

Poliomeyitis  . 1 

Ringworm  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever  .  1 


Diphtheria — 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 


Poliomyelitis- — 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year  in  a  brother 
and  sister  at  Bratton  Clovelly.  Both  cases  were  paralytic,  but  have  made 
good  recoveries. 

Tuberculosis — 

Six  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  one  new  case  og  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Eight  deaths  were  recorded 
from  the  former  cause. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  75  cases  of  tuberculosis  remained  on  the 
register  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Males  .  33  Males  .  8 

Females  .  31  Females  .  3 

In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Council  for  the  ready  hearing  1 
have  received  at  ail  times,  and  my  colleagues  for  their  assistance  in 
preparing  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PR1CE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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OKEHAMPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 
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